'MODERN-DAY BORGIA' BLAMED FOR VATICAN PLOT
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blackmailed a witness into making allegations against a cardinal (Tom
Kington writes). Magistrates plan to question Francesca Chaouqui, a
former financial consultant at the Vatican, after it was alleged she
pressured the witness to make claims about Cardinal Angelo Becciu,
who is accused of misusing Vatican cash. "I know everything about
you," Chaouqui messaged the witness, Father Alberto Perlasca, adding,
"| forgive you Perlasca, but remember, you owe me favour." Becciu, a
former senior Vatican official, is one of ten people facing trial following
an investigation of a church investment into luxury property in Chelsea
which lost millions of euros. Perlasca was involved in the deal but
avoided a trial by becoming a star witness, blaming colleagues including
Becciu of wrongdoing. Chaouqui was given a ten-month suspended
sentence by the Vatican court in 2016 for leaking secrets. She was
once likened by Pope Francis to the 15th-century poisoner Lucrezia
Borgia. Becciu' s lawyers said that the claims she advised Perlasca was
“proof that when Cardinal Becciu heard of the accusations made
against him in July 2021 and spoke of shadowy plots against him, he
was telling the truth". Perlasca told the court he initially believed the
advice given to him by a family friend, Genevieve Ciferri, came from a
magistrate, not Chaouqui. The court turned down a request to suspend
the trial and now plans to question Ciferri and Chaouqui. Chaouqui said
she was unable to comment on the claims made in court.



